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[Editowi.^l Notj:: The following article ap¬ 
peared in the ‘‘Los Angeles Scottish Rite 
Bulletin” of November 1952.] 


I T IS the courts of America which 
uphold its Constitution and laws. 
Therefore these courts should be re¬ 
spected and upheld with the greatest 
enthusiasm and ardor. This is a gov¬ 
ernment of law and not of men. With¬ 
out courts it would easily become a 
government of men and lose the one 
thing that distinguishes it from all other 
governments. It does not take deep 
nor long reasoning to appreciate the 
significance of this. We have our Bill 
of Rights protecting the sanctity of our 
homes, our freedom of worship, our 
right to express opinions and many 
other individual freedoms. Without 
courts this would mean nothing. In 
what other country are these rights 
guaranteed to man? One looks in vain 
for the bill of rights of other nationals 
ancl people. The federal courts, under 
the Constitution, are the ultimate guar¬ 
dians of all these guaranties and it well 
behooves all citizens to watch that these 
courts are upheld and protected with all 
the sanctity and respect the public can 


give them. 

The judges of these courts are ap¬ 
pointed for life and good behavior. 
Nothing but their own misconduct can 
remove them from office. They are 
beholden to no man or group of men. 
They answer to no department, bureau 
or appointive power. When a federal 
judge retires to the quiet of his cham¬ 
bers to reach a conclusion, he is answ^er- 
able only to his God and his own con¬ 
science. He heeds.no one, for no one 
but himself, by his conduct, can affect 
his tenure of office. The recent decision 
of the United States Supreme Court in 
the steel case is another reminder of 


how well this judiciary merits this con¬ 
fidence in them. 

They were all appointed by a new 
deal or fair deal President. Their back¬ 
ground was in these philosophies of 
government, but none of that deterred 
the majority of the court from pro¬ 
nouncing clearly what they found the 


law to be, not what some official, even 
the highest in authority, hoped it would 
be or wanted it to be. The history of 
this court bears out these statements 
and such confidence. 

The Embargo Acts were the device of 
Jefferson to prevent the War of 1812. 
There was great doubt of their constitu¬ 
tionality, especially among Federalists. 
Since all the judges were the appointees 
of Federalist Presidents, Jefferson was 
very fearful about how these acts would 
fare before these judges, and he delayed 
the issue until he could appoint some 
judges himself. His first appointment 
to the Supreme Court was William 
Johnson of South Carolina, a staunch 
Republican. At that time the judges 
of the Supreme Court presided in the 
Circuit Courts, and Johnson was hold¬ 
ing court in South Carolina when the 
first case came before him. There was 
great excitement throughout the coun¬ 
try, especially in the north, where the 
merchants were sure Jefferson was un¬ 
lawfully destroying their commerce and 
their fortunes by this Act. 

A Charleston shipowner petitioned 
the court for mandamus to compel the 
collector of the port to grant clearance 
papers to his vessel to sail for Balti¬ 
more. The collector had denied the 
permit, acting under Presidential in¬ 
structions.. Four days later Johnson 
granted the mandamus, holding Jeffer¬ 
son’s instructions illegal and void. ^^We 
are of the opinion,” he said, ‘‘that the 
Act of Congress does not authorize the 
detention of this vessel” under the facts 
presented. He added these historic 
words of warning from the Judiciary to 
the President: “The officers of our gov¬ 
ernment, from the highest to the lowest, 
are equally subjected to legal restraint; 
and it is confidently believed that all 
of them feel themselves equally inca¬ 
pable, as well from law as inclination, 
to attempt an unsanctioned encroach¬ 
ment upon individual liberty.” 

This was the pronouncement of a 
young Republican judge only thirty-six 
years old, within four years after his 
appointment by a Republican Presi- 


John Davis sitting at Salem, Massa¬ 
chusetts, in the United States District 
Court. Judge Davis was sixty-five, a 
strong Federalist in politics, appointed 
by President Adams. To the Republi¬ 
cans it could come before no more un¬ 
favorable tribunal. On the contrary, 
the leading Federalist paper in Boston 
rejoiced in the fact that “at length a 
most serious and solemn question has 
arisen under the Embargo Law and is 
brought into discussion before a Judi¬ 
cature competent to pronounce a deci¬ 
sion.” It was argued on both sides by 
some of the most able counsel of the 
times. Descriptions of the arguments 
w^ere published in papers all over the 
country. One wxek later Judge Davis 
announced his opinion, holding the Act 
constitutional in the broadest possible 
tenns, not only as a proper regulation 
of commerce but under the war power 
as a preparation for war. 

Sixty-two years later in the legal 
tender cases we have a similar occur¬ 
rence. During Lincoln’s administra¬ 
tion, as a w^ar measure, Congress 
adopted laws making paper money legal 
tender on obligations contracted to be 
paid in gold. Salmon P. Chase, Secre- 
taiy of the Treasury under Lincoln, w^as 
in favor of the Act and used it in per¬ 
forming his official duties. He was later 
appointed Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court after a vigorous fight in the 
Senate. The contention was that he 
was first and last a politician and not 
of judicial temperament. These cases 
first came before the Court in 1869, but, 
due to changes in the Court and an in¬ 
adequate number on the Court to niake 
a decision possible, by reason of division 
in opinion, the decision was not an¬ 
nounced until February, 1870. Chief 
Justice Chase wrote the Majority Opin¬ 
ion holding the Legal Tender Acts un¬ 
constitutional. 

When the Court was later increased 
by two additional judges, this decision 
was reversed upon a rehearing, but this 
fact does not detract from the value of 
the illustration by the first decision 
rendered. 

When men can thus be and have been 










removed from personal influence and 
have risen above previous political 
opinions, training and desires, they are 
entitled to the greatest praise and con¬ 
fidence that can be given them. We, 
also, can feel every confidence that our 
institutions are safe in their hands. 
Let us, therefore, give unhesitating 
and undivided support to our courts. 


ROMAN CHURCH WITHDRAWS 
REQUEST FOR FREE BUS 

I N August, 1952, the Roman Catliolic 
Church, through its St. Charles par¬ 
ish at Boardman, Ohio, requested the 
trustees of the public school district of 
that town to enter into an agreement to 
transjxjrt its pupils to the schools of its 
parish. The parish offered the use of its 
three buses, and offered to pay any 
additional expenses incurred by the 
trustees. The request noted that the 
parish and public schools are adjacent, 
and that the new St. Charles building 
would relieve the crowding in the public 
schools. 

Mr. Ambrose, local county prosecu¬ 
tor, had told the board that it could 
legally provide transportation for St. 
Charles School pupils, reversing a con¬ 
trary opinion given earlier by Assistant 
Prosecutor Hull, who cited a ruling by 
the Attorney General in 1927. Pros¬ 
ecutor Ambrose insisted that his opin¬ 
ion was “the only legal opinion that is 
now' before your board from this office 
and that it is still my opinion,“ adding 
that, therefore, it becomes “your plain 
duty to either reject or accept the law 
as laid dowm in the opinion.'' (Toungs- 
town Vindicator, August 22, 1952.) 

The board, however, had reason to 
ask for a firmer legal foundation for its 
answ^er to the St. Charles request, de¬ 
spite the fact that a public agency 
usually follow's the legal opinions of its 
official adviser, the county prosecutor. 
The board insisted upon a comt deci¬ 
sion to clarify its owm position, but 
Ambrose refused its request to ask the 
Common Pleas Court to determine the 
question whether the board rnay carry 
Roman Catholic school pupils in its 
buses. 

The Youngstown Vindicator stated: 
“The legal position in Ohio has long 
been regarded as settled, on the basis 
that the use of public funds for (Ro¬ 
man) Catholic schools, even though 
only for transportation, is illegal. This 
conclusion w'as based mainly on. Article 
I, Section 7, of the Ohio Constitution, 
w^hich asserts that ‘no preference shall 
be given, by law, to any religious so¬ 
ciety,' and on Article VI, Section 2: 
‘No religious or other sect, or sects, 
shall ever have exclusive right to, or 
control of, any part of the school funds 
of this state.' 


“Before these sections w'cre inter¬ 
preted and enforced as barring public 
transport for private schools, public 
buses had carried parochial pupils in a 
number of Ohio school districts." 

From the editorial it appears that 
Mr. Ambrose not only ruled that the 
school board could transport pupils of 
the parochial schools, but, in the lan¬ 
guage of the Vindicator “seems to set 
up a novel doctrine—^that a public 
(school) board can assign pupils to a 
private school." 

It w'as reported in Church News that 
St. Charles parish -withdrew its request, 
but the board persisted in a 4-to-l vote 
to get a court ruling. E. R. 


REPLY TO BISHOPS URGED 
BY COLLEGE PROFESSOR 

Dr. LawTence A. Cremin, an assist¬ 
ant Professor of Ediic^ition, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, ad¬ 
dressed a group of 200 school adminis¬ 
trators from northeastern states in a 
curriculum conference on November 19, 
1952. In the course of his remarks, he 
said that public education has a duty 
to answer attacks on it from whatever 
quarter, and must counter the charges 
that public schools are godless, irreli¬ 
gious and totalitarian, as stated by a 
group of Roman Catholic clergymen in 
Washington recently. 

He said: “When the public school is 
attacked as godless or irreligious, I 
think we have a. responsibility to in¬ 
form the American people about the 
deeply religious men wffio conceived it 
and have since dedicated their lives to 
its realization. 

“Similarly, when the idea of a secular 
public school curriculum is pronounced 
‘totalitarian,' as it w^as at length . . . 
several days ago, I think w^e must point 
out the sincere devotion to the Ameri¬ 
can democracy of those wdio in the past 
have espoused this idea ^d who do^o_ 
today." 

Doctor Cremin's statement referred 
to the recent pronouncement of the Ro¬ 
man Catholic Bishops of the United 
States, which charged that some reli¬ 
gious leaders “still thrown the weight of 
their influence behind such totalitarian 
movements as an all-embracing state- 
controlled school system of education 
completely devoid of religion." 

The speaker said the public schools 
themselves could be “our best guar¬ 
antee of citizens wffio will vigorously 
support public education, especially in 
times of crisis. 

‘'We should see to it in our civics 
courses, in our social studies and his¬ 
tory classes, that every youngster has 
ample opportunity to gain a basic citi¬ 
zen's understanding of universal, free 
public education. This w'ould include 
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its value, its meaning and the great 
struggles w'hich have been and are be¬ 
ing fought to secure and preser^^c it." 
In this w'ay and only this w'ay, .Doctor 
Cremin said, could the schools develop 
a w^ell-informed citizenry, “mature in. 
its ability to judge the great educational 
issues of our time." 

These attacks on our public school 
system, he pointed out, are as old as the 
public school itself. “Rather than con¬ 
sisting of a given enemy that w^as fought 
and destroyed, these attackers have 
been the constant companions of the 
American schoolman—hounding him 
during some periods in guerrilla action 
and w^aging full-scale w^arfare in 


NORTH DAKOTA INDIANS 
TO MAKE JEWEL BEARINGS 


The Chippew^a Indians of North Da¬ 
kota, after ample test, have proven that 
they possess precision skills required in 
making jewel bearings. These are the 
minute bearings that are used in watch¬ 
making wffien one speaks of a w'atch as 
having seven or fifteen or seventeen 
jewels. These tiny parts play not only 
an essential part in watches but also in 
navigational instruments for ships and 
aircraft, time fuses for shells and sev¬ 
eral other time-measuring devices. 

In a recent issue of The New York 
Times it w'as stated that a $500,000 
project is being planned for Rolla, 
North Dakota. The initial move to 
bring this industry to the Chippewa In¬ 
dians of North Dakota w^as made by 
John Hart of the North Dakota Indian 
Affairs Commission. 

The plant is now being prepared un¬ 
der the general supervision of the Na¬ 
tional Production Authority. The 
Army’s Frankford Arsenal has agreed to 
contract for a proportional share of the 
bearings, the other portions of the pro¬ 
duction going to the Navy and the Air 
Force.- ' 

In the past, the United States has 
secured most of its jewel bearings 
from Switzerland at the rate of about 
100,000,000 per year. 

It is expected that the plant will be 
leased to one of the w^atch companies 
to operate. The present plans call for 
70 Indians to be trained to make the 
jewel bearings the first year. Each of 
these will train five others so that by 
the end of the second year there will be 
850 w^orkers trained to produce about 
9,000,000 bearings a year. 


j 


Horace Mann said: “It is impossible* 
for us adequately to conceive the bold¬ 
ness of this measure which aimed at 
universal education through free 
schools. It had no precedent in the 
w^orld's history." 













HAS SYLLABUS OF PIUS IX 
BEEN REPEALED? 


A t a reunion banquet of the Catholic 
University Alumni Association, held 
in Washington, D. C., on November 8, 
1952, Monsignor Ignatius Smith, who 
was the guest of honor, was reported 
in the Washington Star as having said 
that the country will need, ^^in the 
future more than ever in the past, a 
citizenry possessed of those qualities 
that are cultivated on our campus and 
which our Holy Father asks us to bring 
to the service of our nation. In a word, 
your vision of the Catholic University 
of America in the future presents it to 
us and to the nation as the incubator, of 
loyal and patriotic American citizens 
and as the bulwark of protection of 
democratic institutions.” 

Let us consider what this ^^incubator 
of loyal and patriotic American citi¬ 
zens” is supposed to teach and whether 
it can be the bulwark of our democratic 
institutions. What are some of the 
authoritative declarations to which the 
Roman Catholic Church-State has com¬ 
mitted itself? What are some of the 
positive acts related to a policy plainly 
subversive of religious liberty and civil 
liberty guaranteed by the Federal Con¬ 
stitution? 

In considering this question we must 
ever bear in mind that “whatever the 
popes 'have hitherto taught, or shall 
hereafter teach, must be held with a 
firm grasp of the mind and, so often as 
occasion requires, must be openly pro¬ 
fessed'.” (Quoted from page 100, The 
Popes^ New Order, published by Mac¬ 
millan Company, New York, 1944, 
bearing the imprimatur of Francis J. 
Spellman, Archbishop of New York.) 
This work was published after Pius XII 
was crowned. 

This question brings before us graph¬ 
ically “those qualities that are culti¬ 
vated on our campus and which our 
Holy Father asks us to bring to the 
service of our nation.” Those qualities 
must include the teaching of those ut¬ 
terances of the famous papal encyclical 
issued by Pope Pius IX, December 8, 
1864, and known as the “Syllabus of 
Errors.” 

For clarity we publish certain of 
them in the affirmative, rather than in 
the negative as presented by the pope 
to th^ prelates and priests of the Roman 
Church. 

The fundamental principle of demo- 
|Cratic government is that all civil power 
aerives from the people—they are the 
sovereigns; but the Roman Catholic 
Church-State denies this, as will be 
seen in the following: 

No. 19. The Roman Catholic Church 


has the right to exercise its authority, 
without having any limits set to it by 
the civil power. 

No. 24. The Roman Catholic Church 
has the right to avail itself of force, 
and to use the temporal power for that 
purpose. 

No. 26. The Roman Catholic Church 
has an innate and legitimate right to 
acquire, hold and to use property with¬ 
out limit. 

No. 27. The pope and the priests 
ought to have dominion over the tem¬ 
poral affairs. 

No. 30. The Roman Catholic Church 
and its ecclesiastics have the right to 
immunity irom civil law. (Comment: 
The essential principle of our govern¬ 
ment is, on the contrary, that every’’ 
person and every corporation, whether 
lay or ecclesiastic, is equally answer- 
able to the civil law\) 

No. 39. The people are not the 
source of all civil power. 

No. 45. The Roman Catholic Church 
has the right to interfere in the disci¬ 
pline of the public schools, and in the 
arrangement of the studies of the public 
schools, and in the choice of the teach¬ 
ers for these schools. 

No. 48. While teaching primarily the 
knowledge of natural things, the public 
schools must not be separate from the 
faith and power of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

No, 54. The civil power is inferior 
and subordinate to the ecclesiastical 
power, and in litigated questions of 
jurisdiction should yield to it. 

No. 55. Church and State should be 
united. 

No. 78. The Roman Catholic religion 
should be the only religion of the state, 
and all other inodes of worship should 
be excluded. 

On July 26,1923, The Christian Cen¬ 
tury (undenominational) stated: “The 
famous Syllabus of Errors, issued by 
Pius IX in 1864, tells exactly where the 
Papacy stood then, and it has never 
been disavowed in the slightest partic¬ 
ular.” 

The November 23, 1952, issue of Onr 
Sunday Visitor states in an article, 
“Thoughts for Thanksgiving Day”: 
“Thank God for the Catholic Church. 
Thank God for His Church which 
speaks with a single voice—clearly, un¬ 
erringly, unchangeably . . .” (emphasis 
ours). 

Rev. Leroy M. Vernon, D.D., a for¬ 
mer Superintendent of Missions of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Italy, 
in about 1888 quoted what Leo XIII 
wrote in a letter to the Bishop of Peri- 


gueux, July 27, 1884, explicitly con¬ 
firming the Syllabus of Pius IX in these 
words: “The teaching given by this 
Apostolic See, whether contained in the 
Syllabus or other Acts of our illustrious 
predecessor, or in our own Encyclical 
Letters, has given clear guidance to the 
faithful as to what should be their 
thoughts and conduct in the midst of 
the difficulties of times and events. 
There they wdll find the rule for the 
direction of their minds and their 
work.” 

“Again, in his Encyclical of 1885, he 
approves the Syllabus, repudiates the 
idea that-'each man should be allowed 
freely to think on whatever subject he 
pleases, and condemns any government 
in which eveiyone will be allowed to 
follow the religion he prefers.' ” 

“When the Jesuit assassin stabbed 
Fra Paola Sarpi of Venice to end his 
too liberal and evangelical writings, 
and fled, leaving his weapon sticking in 
the wound, Sarpi himself plucked the 
bribed stiletto from his flesh and, hold¬ 
ing it aloft, said: The pen of the 
Papacy'!” E. R. 


DECLINE IN NUMBER OF NUNS 
IS CAUSE OF ALARM TO POPE 

News dispatches from Rome tell of 
the pope's anxiety over the decline in 
the number of nuns and the difficulty 
in obtaining recruits for the church's 
religious orders for women. 

Roman Catholic young women in the 
U. S. A., having absorbed its demo¬ 
cratic, free air, like other young wom¬ 
en of this country may be interested 
in social welfare work, but they do not 
take kindly to joining the segregated 
mediaeval orders. Also, they desire to 
be paid wages, adequate wages, for their 
work, as they would in private indus- 
tr>^ 

The pope, in an address to Mothers 
Superior in a meeting at Castel Gan- 
dolfo, stated that the number taking 
the vows of the orders has decreased by 
one-half. 

This w’ould appear to present a seri¬ 
ous economic threat to Roman Catholic 
parochial schools and hospitals. It 
could mean that the church must turn 
to salaried staffs. As far back as Au- 
^st, 1944, William J. Ferree, writing 
in the Bulletin'of the National Catholic 
Educational Association, stated that 
“by no stretch of the imagination could 
they [Catholic educational and chari¬ 
table works] ever be supported if their 
staff's were salaried.” 


Government should restrain men from 
injuring one ‘another, but leave them 
otherwise free to follow their own pur¬ 
suits of industry” and employment.— 
Thomas Jefferson. 









PROBLEMS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 


T he problems facing teen-agers and 
valuable suggestions as to what 
their elders can do to help them were 
embodied in “A Prepared Message” 
compiled by Mrs. Helen M. Gundr>% 
Chairman of Youth Committee of the 
Grand Chapter O.E.S., of Michigan, 
1952, and reported in The Masonic 
News of Peoria, Illinois, issue of No¬ 
vember, 1952. 

One of the most destructive of these 
problems is the use of narcotics. Mari¬ 
huana, heroin and other drugs not 
merely mar these young lives but ulti¬ 
mately lead to their destruction, and all 
too many of our youth are being se¬ 
duced into this ruinous habit by the 
profiteering of the underworld. It is 
stated that $1,500 worth of heroin 
brought from Italy sold for $2,000,000. 

Many of our youth are made vul¬ 
nerable because of doubt in their minds 
as to their personal security. Illustra¬ 
tions given included remarks such as 
these: “You can go to college if you do 
not have to join the army”; or, a pro¬ 
spective employer says: “You could 
have this position if it weren't for your 
draft status.” When one youth was con¬ 
gratulated by a middle-aged neighbor 
on the youth's fine record at school and 
told what a fine future awaited him, the 
youth angrily replied: “What future?” 

It is when youth is in such a frame 
of mind as that just described that the 
dope peddlers find it not too difiicult to 
form nnarihuana clubs. Once the habit 
is formed, to break it is just as easy and 
hopeful as to sunder the tentacles of a 
giant squid that have encompassed one. 

The problem is not hopeless. It calls 
for constant alertness on the part of 
adults and sympathetic understanding. 
One such instance given in the message 
was that of a youth from a broken 
home who might ha\^become a drug 
addict but for the timely friendship of 
an older person. The story runs that 
a boy in the neighborhood was the son 
of divorced parents and, because his 
mother was working, he had much time 
to spend alone and so became the prob¬ 
lem of the neighborhood. He trampled 
down flowers, climbed trees not strong 
enough to hold him, and did a lot of 
things that annoyed the neighbors. One 
day a woman noticed him in her garden 
alongside her flower bed. Instead of 
shouting at him, she quietly walked to 
him, made him feel friendly, and found 
he had a real interest in flowers. She 
shared her flowers with him and his 
mother. The boy before long was not a 
problem, but had become a youth leader 
of the community: The act of friend¬ 
ship shown him at a critical moment 
by an older person who had taken the 


trouble to understand and show sym¬ 
pathy had turned him into a youth and 
man who was respected and admired by 
his fellow citizens. 

Mrs. Gundry's Message then presents 
some thought-provoking statistics. For 
instance, more than one-third of 50,- 
000,000 of the population of the United 
States of America are children and 
youth under eighteen years of age. One 
out of everj’’ eight of these is deprived of 
home life with both parents, due to 
some form of separation such as incom¬ 
patibility, divorce or death. There are 
132,000 births annually outside of wed¬ 
lock and 100,000 of these children 
have to endure a known illegitimate 
status. Yearly there ace 25,000 chil¬ 
dren and youths who can no longer en¬ 
dure their home environment and con¬ 
ditions and run away, drifting aimlessly 
over the country. There are 300,000 
youth before the courts annually and 
hundreds of thousands more before the 
law but short of court action. Upward 
of 50,000 of these 300,000 are placed in 
jails and, at the present moment, it is 
estimated that there are no less than 
15,000 in jail. The crimes of many of 
them are directly traceable to neglect. 
Each year 25,000 are sent to institutions 
for delinquents, and delinquency, com¬ 
petent observers state, is the forerunner 
of narcotic addicts and crime. 

Mrs. Gundry makes the pointed ob¬ 
servation: “We have won and can win 
on the battlefield, yet we can lose our 
freedom on our streets and crossroads 
unless we gain it in the hearts and 
minds of our youth.” S. W. 


REVISED VERSION OF BIBLE 
DEDICATED AT CINCINNATI 

GATHERING of some 15,000 per¬ 
sons attended The se'^erith annual 
Protestant Festival of Faith on Sunday 
October 26, 1952, in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and witnessed the dedication of the new’ 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible. 
The festival w'as held under the auspices 
of the Council of Churches of Greater 
Cincinnati, commemorating Reforma¬ 
tion Day. 

This observance has become one of 
the major programs of Protestantism in 
the United States during the past sev¬ 
eral years. The principal sneaker w^as 
Dr. Bernard C. Clausen of Willoughby, 
Ohio, internationally known Baptist 
minister, lecturer, and author. There 
W’as a very large procession of cler^ 
and others w’ho fonned a huge patri¬ 
archal cross. The program w^as high¬ 
lighted by hymnal music led by a 
chorus of 1,200 voices, pageant^ and 
tableaus depicting milestones in the 
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history of the Bible, in which appeared 
Moses, St. Paul w’riting in prison, Gu¬ 
tenberg at his press, and scenes of 
present-day persons w’ho received in¬ 
spiration from the Bible, such as Capt. 
Eddie Rickenbacker marooned on 
raft in the Pacific for 23 days. 

A feature of the dedication of the 
Revised Standard Version w-as the in¬ 
troduction of nine of the tw’enty schol¬ 
ars w^ho labored for fifteen years on the 
new*^ translation. Dr. Luther A. l\eigle,. 
Dean Emeritus of Yale Divinity School, 
chairman of the committee of trans¬ 
lators, presented the new’ Bible to Rev. 

Dr. J. Otis Young, President of the 
Council of Churches of Greater Cin¬ 
cinnati. 

Others on the program included 
Bishop Henry Wise Hobson of the 
Diocese of Southern Ohio, Protestant 
Episcopal Church; Prof. Herbert G. 
ATay^Gra^i^e S chool of T heolo^, 
Oberlin. Ohio; Dean Clarence T. Craig, 
Drew’ Theological Seminarv. Madison, 
New Jersey; Rev. B. Bnice Whittemore. 
Executive Secretary of the Council of 
Churches of Greater Cincinnati; the 
Rev. Edw’ard S. Moreland, chairman of 
the Festival Committee; Rev. John H. 
Lamy, Moderator of the Presbytery of 
Cincinnati; and the Rev. Harry K. 
Eversull. Pastor of the First Presby¬ 
terian Church of Walnut Hills. 

Doctor Clausen, in his remarks on _ 
the new’ version, said the world w’asfP 
w’ell rid of the “self-righteous, pseudo- 
sophistication” w’hich has made some 
persons proud to hide the real w’ord of 
God behind useless verbiage. He 
scathinglv denounced those w’ho say, 

“If the King James Version was good 
enough for St. Paul, then it's good 
enough for me.” He said, in his open¬ 
ing remarks, “There w’ill be other fes¬ 
tivals, but I cannot speak at them. 
This probably will be my last chance 
at you. Are you ready?” Mindful of 
the criticism of the new translation, 
Yhelirst since the King James Version 
341 years ago, except some modifica¬ 
tions'^ in 1881 and 1885 of the Two 
Testaments, respectively, he asked, 
“How’ long can you wait? Can you 
choose to lose on the side you know 
W’ill, in the long run, win out? Test 
your patience. 

“Whom do you forgive first? Your 
family? Your"friends? Or, as w’e have 
been taught, your enemies? Test your 
pity.” E.R. 


The history of liberty is a history of 
limitations of governmental powders, not^ 
the increase of it. When w’e resist," 
therefore, the concentration of pow’er, i 
w^e are resisting the processes of death, | 
because the concentration of pow’er is j 
w’hat ahvays preeffedes the destniction | 
of human liberties .—Woodrow Wilson, i 











NEW SCENES FROM OLD PLACES 

GivOrge H. Riggs, M.M., Pastor 
Victory Memorial Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky. 

Part II 


R uling life is becoming a new scene 
* from the old place. The signers 
of the Declaration of Independence, if 
alive, would all die of grief if they saw 
the use we are making of liberty. The 
writers of the Constitution of these 
United States, the greatest paper on 
fairness of government ever written next 
to the Bible, if alive, would faint to 
see how far away from God, who, they 
said, without doubt created man free 
and equal, how far away from this God 
many of us have drawn in our ruling 
of the lands. Abraham Lincoln would 
go blind with sorrow^ if he should visit 
a 20th century government gathering 
and hear the nonsense filibustering, to 
rule out and to put into bondage again 
the race of people that he gave his life 
to free from slavery. 

But we are to blame for all of this. 
Those of us who ought to be concerned, 
men who are leaders in the b.usiness, 
industrial and civic life, ministers like 
myself, and Christian leaders in general, 
do not manifest an active interest in the 
governmental affairs of our land. This 
is because of a philosophy which has 
lured us to sleep, stated like this, *‘Reli- 
gion and politics do not mix.” Who said 
this? Jesus did not say it. Rather He 
said, “Render therefore unto Caesar 
the things which are Caesar's; and unto 
God the things that are God’s.” In it 
He said the state is not to force religion 
on the people, but religion is to change 
the state. The Apostles did not say 
this. Rather, one of the leading 
Apostles, the Apostle Paul, stated in 
Romans 13:4, “For he (that is the gov¬ 
ernmental ruler) is the minister of God 
to thee for good.” 

Who said religion and ix)litics do not 
mix? I will tell you who said it. The 
devil said it, and we have been believ¬ 
ing it for too long. If a good, conse¬ 
crated Christian man runs for public 
office, he may be a Mason, a worthy 
civic leader in every phase, a loyal 
church worker. What do we do? Do 
we get behind him and support him? 
No! We hang our lips and speak from 
the sides of our mouths, “Oh, oh, he left 
us to become a politician.” Politics are 
corrupt and we must keep hands off. 

Let us look at a few figures. The re¬ 
cent census of the United States is not 
complete enough to give these details, 
but the last completed census reveals 
that there were 135 million people in 
our great nation. Of this 135 million, 
70 million of them professed to be 
Christians. For the sake of argument. 


let us say that 20 million are dowmright 
hypocrites. That still leaves 50 mil¬ 
lion professed Christians. Let us say 
that another 20 million are too young 
to vote. That still leaves 30 million 
professed Christians of voting age—30 
million people can have any kind of 
government they w^ant! 

So, I say to you that, when you do 
not vote, you do vote—^you vote for 
what you get. Silence is a vote for 
things as they are. Yes, that is why 
there is so much political corruption, 
because we, who are claimers for God 
of “rightHTs right,” have been knockers 
rather than housecleaners of high 
places. We hold the reins. What we 
have, we must want, for w'e got it as it 

is. For Christ I claim America. For 
Christ I claim the wwld. But far from 
the old place has come the new scene, 
until now nobody knows what’s what 
in political science. Books are composed 
about how to rule the world in peace, 
})ut not one that I know has thought of 
asking the aid of the Owner of the world 
to help fix up this mess of a job we have 
messed u|>—^od Himself. To leave out 
God in UNO, or what, have you, is to 
declare war. 

This new scene from old places does 
not look so bright, does it? We will not 
be discouraged, however, for I know" a 
Christ w"ho can change men from sinners 
to saints. When enough of these are 
changed from up to down of life’s rank¬ 
ing scales,' the new" scene wdll be that 
Golden Age w"e can have if w"e desire 

it. Christ can make new homes, new 
governments, new motives for living. 
Christ can make cheats to become 
honest, liquor-loving dads into Bible- 
toting fathers, beer-sobbing mammas 
into son-loving mothers, j)ppularity- 
craving politicians into martyrs for 
right, government halls filled with sel¬ 
fish men into halls filled with men who 
want to serve the people for the best, 
for the welfare of all, all the time. I 
tell you Christ can do it. Let us claim 
this task for Him. He must use it. He 
w"ill be know"n by us. Make sure, 
w’hatever your move is, that it is 
Christly, and w"e will yet w"in the day 
for the right of God. 

It may sound all simple and much 
like preacher talk, but all .that is wrong 
with the world is people w"ho are leav¬ 
ing God out. We are trying to run 
God’s world our way, against His law"s, 
and w’ant His blessing. Our text w"e 
have saved until last—here it is: “The 
fool has said in his heart, there is no 


God,” the fool, only the fool, disbe¬ 
lieves in God. God loyes men, God 
wants men. God tells men He loves 
them, w"ants them to have the best. 
God dies for men in Christ. You are 
sure to fail if you leave God out. All 
say it is true. 


A GEM FROM THE MIDRASH 
J. David J.\cob8, P.M. 

I N ONE of the books of the Midrash 
there is a story which is not only 
beautiful and poetic, but conveys a 
meaningful, moral lesson to us as Ma¬ 
sons and to mankind in general. 

The story tells of a great Rabbi w"ho 
chanced to be in a forest on a wdndy 
day. While passing through a grove 
he imagined he heard a dialogue be- 
tw"een the shade trees and the fruit 
trees. 

The shade trees, in a spirit of boast¬ 
fulness, said to the nearby fruit trees, 
“Why do your leaves not rustle before 
the wind so that you can be heard from 
a distance?” 

The fruit trees replied, “Our leaves 
need not rustle in the wdnd—our fruit 
speaks for us.” 

The moral lesson of this simple story 
as it applies to Masons is that w'e are 
not supposed to boast of our Masonic 
connections. We must so conduct our¬ 
selves in the community that w"e will 
inspire within others the wish to join 
us. “Our fruit speaks for us.” 

Masonry does not solicit members. 
The candidate for admission must de¬ 
clare that he has long entertained a 
favorable opinion of our ancient insti¬ 
tution and is desirous to be admitted 
if found worthy.— The Master Builder, 
Ohio, 


CHURCH-STATE CONFERENCE 
POAU AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 

A mass meeting under the auspices 
of Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church and 
State will be held at 8 p.m., January 
15, 1953, in Constitution Hall, Wash¬ 
ington, D. C, This meeting will be 
the climax of a tw"o-day conference, 
and the speakers will be Dr. Charles 
J. Turck, President of Macalester Col¬ 
lege, St. Paul, Minn., and Rev. Dr. 
Leland Stark, Rector of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of the Epiphany, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subject of Doctor Turck’s ad¬ 
dress w"ill be “The Impregnable Wall,” 
and the subject of Doctor Stark’s ad¬ 
dress will be “Another Vatican Envoy?” 

Morning and afternoon sessions will 
be held in the Parish Hall of Luther 
Place Memorial Church, 14th and N 
Sts., N.W., starting at 9:00 a.m. 









ITALIAN CARDINAL PROTESTS 
PROTESTANT PROSELYTING 


L ess than two weeks after the 
authorities of the Italian Govern¬ 
ment had given permission to the 
Church of Christ, an American Protes¬ 
tant denomination, to resume public 
religious services in Rome (which pre¬ 
viously had been forbidden), an outcry 
against Protestantism and Protestants, 
heresy and heretics, proselyting and 
proselytes came from Cardinal Ilde- 
fonso Schuster, Archbishop of Milan, 
Italy. 

While admitting that freedom of con¬ 
science and individual dignity were to 
be respected, the cardinal said that 
nevertheless he could not agree to form¬ 
er priests and monks disturbing the 
unity of Italy. 

The cardinal was reported in the 
[)ress as saying that ‘'superior religious 
and political reasons’’ made it necessary 
to “restrict freedom.” That phrase, 
“superior religious and political rea¬ 
sons,” caused a lot of killings, ecclesi¬ 
astical and political, in the Middle 
Ages and even subsequent thereto, as 
in certain Latin countries today. 
Cardinal Schuster appears to be will¬ 
ing to have non-Catholic Americans 
when in Italy w’orship as they please, 
but most emphatically opposes their 
doing any proselyting in Italy.. He 
said that his parish priests reported a 
strong increase of Protestant activity 
in his diocese. 

Swift action on the part of local, na¬ 
tional and interdenominational church 
circles in the United States of America 
followed the closing of 22 Church of 
Christ chapels by the Italian Govern¬ 
ment on Sunday, September 14, 1952. 
On Monday, September 15th, local rep¬ 
resentatives of four Washington, D. C., 
area Church of Christ congregations 
called upon Rev. Dr. Clyde W. Taylor 
of the Washington office of the National 
Association of Evangelicals, for assist¬ 
ance, and the Association’s well organ¬ 
ized Commission on Evangelical Action 
took immediate steps to help. 

The next day a meeting of twenty- 
five persons met at Doctor Taylor’s 
office. Rev. Dr. Frederick C. Fowler of 
Pittsburgh, a Presbyterian minister and 
chairman of the Action Committee, 
presided. Those who met to consider 
remedies to apply to this latest crisis of 
Protestant missions included Rev. Dr. 
Joseph M. Dawson, Executive Director 
of the Baptist Joint Committee of Pub¬ 
lic Affairs; Dr. Alvin W. Johnson, Sec¬ 
retary of the International Religious 
Liberty Association; Dr. Frank H. Yost 
of the Seventh Day Adventists; Con¬ 
gressman Victor Wickersham of Okla¬ 
homa; and John W. Holton, Church of 


Christ elder and secretary to Speaker 
Rayburn of the House of Representa¬ 
tives. 

The committee spokesman, Doctor 
Taylor, explained the reason for pre¬ 
senting the resolutions in the following 
words: “This resolution is another effort 
in a campaign that was initiated by 
the National Association of Evangeli¬ 
cals in 1948 to encourage the Italian 
Government to renounce the obsolete 
laws of the Fascist regime. We find the 
Italian Government guilty of direct 
violations: first, in two instances, of its 
own Constitution, and second, of its 
Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and 
Navigation with the United States.” 

He further explained: “Article 8 of 
the Italian Constitution guarantees 
specifically, ‘All religious confessions 
are equally free before the law’; Article 
17, ‘No previous notice is required for a 
meeting even in places open to the pub¬ 
lic’; and in Article 19, ‘All persons have 
the right to profess their own faith, 
propagate on its behalf, perform acts 
of wwship, private or public, providing 
the rites are not contrar>' to public 
morals’.” 

Doctor Taylor then stated that the 
Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and 
Navigation, wdiich reaffirmed the con¬ 
stitutional clause of religious freedom, 
was simultaneously breached by deny¬ 
ing United States citizens in Italy what 
was pledged to.Italian citizens in the 
United States. 

The committee believes this current 
effort to close the Churches of Christ is 
inspired by Vatican authorities. It is 
apparent that no church can function 
in Italy unless it receives carte blanche 
authority from the pope. This is, of 
course, a violation of the Republic’s 
Constitution of 1947 and of the Treaty 
of Peace guaranteeing religious liberty, 
freedom of assembly and freedom of 
thought. 

The committee further pointed out 
that “for nearly three years the Vatican 
has placed ‘road-blocks’ in an endeavor 
to defeat the efforts of our American 
missionaries in Italy from the time it 
directed that our orphanage in Frascati 
be closed until this present Machiavel¬ 
lian effort to deprive us the rightful use 
of our property. For three years every 
effort was made by our representatives 
in Rome to register our Mission.” 

This action by the members of the 
Church of Christ was taken at a meet¬ 
ing called by the National Association 
of Evangelicals, which was attended by 
representatives of over forty denomina¬ 
tions whose membership includes 100,- 
000 churches and 28,5()0,000 members. 
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It was the unanimous opinion of all 
present that all represented organiza¬ 
tions would back the Churches of Christ 
in their protest and call upon our Gov¬ 
ernment and the Government of Italy 
to correct this flagrant violation of reli¬ 
gious liberty and other rights of Italian 
and American citizens in Italy. S. W. 


NORTHERN IRELAND WANTS 
FRIENDSHIP WITH EIRE, BUT— 

In an address at the first annual re¬ 
union of the West Belfast Imperial 
Parliamentary Unionist Association, 
the Prime Minister, Viscount Brooke- 
borough, stated that Ulster w^ants to 
live on terms of mutual friendship with 
their neighbors to the south. “The 
Northern Government has shown itself 
ready to co-operate with Eire on such 
matters as transport, electrical develop¬ 
ment, drainage and fisheries. Nortb- 
and South can continue to be neighbors 
and friends on the basis of noninterfer¬ 
ence in each other’s internal affairs and 
a recognition of the constitutional posi¬ 
tion as it has existed for the last 30 
years.” 

The Prime Minister assured the As¬ 
sociation that “nothing will move us 
from our position,” and that there are 
no political or constitutional implica¬ 
tions in Ulster’s co-operatFon with Eire 
on matters of common interest. 

He said the world trade position at 
the moment was so difficult that there 
was nothing that the United Kingdom 
Government or his Government could 
do, more than w^as being done, to im¬ 
prove the situation. Yet, according to 
the Belfast Weekly Telegraph, this was 
the moment that those opposed to par¬ 
tition invited them to cross the border. 

How, the Prime Minister added, 
could Eire be so blind as to imagine 
that Ulster would better herself by put¬ 
ting a customs barrier around the whole 
island and trading with 3,000,000 peo¬ 
ple instead of more than 40,0(X),000? 


SCHOOL HOUSING CRITICAL NEED 

The need for additional classrooms is 
ranked as a critical shortage facing 
America today. School construction al¬ 
ready under way has been slowed by 
shortage of materials. Construction 
which should be started is blocked by 
lack of funds. Although many new’ 
buildings are occupied for the first time 
this year, hundreds of pupils are still 
housed in temporary quarters as the 
year begins. Many school administra¬ 
tors report that they are again forced 
to use double sessions. 


We are creating monopolies at the 
expense and strangulation of little busi¬ 
ness .—Erwin Luedke. 









INDIAN RIGHTS IN JEOPARDY; 
COOPERATIVE EFFORT NEEDED 


P OLICIES of the U. S. Bureau ol In- 

dian Affairs have been shaping up 
so as to bring about quick abandon¬ 
ment of two principal obligations of our 
Government to the Indian people. One 
such obligation is Federal protection of 
Indian property; and the other is Fed¬ 
eral responsibility for education, health 
and other welfare services to Indians. 
This information is contained in an in¬ 
formative eight-page pamphlet, Indian 
Truth, published quarterly by the In¬ 
dian Rights Association, Inc., 1505 
Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. It has 
given seventy years of active non¬ 
partisan work for Indian civilization 
and citizenship.^’ 

. Since the founding of the Federal 
Government, protection of Indian prop¬ 
erty has been recognized as a Federal 
responsibility. As Indian Truth points 
out, “this protective function ... is an 
obligation assumed by the United 
States in part payment for value re¬ 
ceived. The treaties and agreements 
which we made with the Indians in con¬ 
nection with land purchases are still in 
force and can be terminated only by 
agreement of the parties concerned.” 

Under Section 8, Paragraph 3, Arti¬ 
cle I of the Constitution of the 
United States of America, Congress is 
given power “to regulate commerce 
with foreign nations, and among the 
several States, and mth the Indian 
tribes” (Emphasis added.) From that 
beginning the responsibilities of the 
Federal Government in Indian affairs 
have become many and involved. In 
1830 was passed the Federal Removal 
Act authorizing and providing for the 
transfer of 20 to 30 tribes from east of 
the Mississippi to a not too clearly de¬ 
fined Indian Territory west of that 
river. This involved the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment in costs for removal, land pur¬ 
chase, tools, equipment and assistance 
in settling the Indians in their new lo¬ 
cation. In 1871 Congress passed an Act 
which specified that Indian tribes 
should no longer be considered as inde¬ 
pendent powers with whom the United 
States would contract by treaty. The 
effect of this was to bring the Indians 
under the legislative control of Con¬ 
gress. Since the enactment of the Act 
of 1871, between four and five thousand 
Federal laws specially applicable to In¬ 
dians have been passed. 

In recent years the policy of the In¬ 
dian Service has comprised three ob¬ 
jectives: (a) to adapt its ser\dces to 
the varying needs of the diverse Indian 
groups; (b) to secure the cooperation 
of other agencies of the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment, particularly the Department 


of Agriculture, Federal Security Agen¬ 
cy, and the Public Health Service; 
(c) to place upon Indian groups an in¬ 
creasing responsibility for their own 
affairs. This latter is in accordance 
with existing law and fair practice. 

In the recent Congress a Bill (H.R. 
7490) was introduced. It was sponsored 
by the Indian Bureau “to facilitate the 
termination of Federal supervision over 
Indian affairs in California.” It pro¬ 
vides for rapid “withdrawal” of Fed¬ 
eral services to Indians in that state. 
Indian Truth holds that the measure 
shows lack of concern for what would 
happen to the Indians in California. 
This bill ji^ould mean early termination 
of Indian land ownership, wdiether held 
by individuals or by tribal groups, and 
transfer to the Secretary of the Interior 
almost unlimited powers in granting 
fee patents and in disposing of Indian 
land. 

Were tax exemption to be abolished, 
it is said that it would almost certainly 
mean the loss of such lands for non¬ 
payment of taxes. In the States of New 
York and Maine, Indian lands are held 
in trust by the state, yet are free from 
taxation. It has been estimated that 
the total annual tax from Indian owmed 
land in the State of California would 
amount to only about $90,000. All 
other forms of taxes are paid by the 
Indians of California. 

Recognizing the responsibility of the 
Federal Government to the Indian peo¬ 
ple, the Committee on Indian Affairs 
of the Hoover Commission stated, in 
its report: “It is in the public interest 
and in the interest of the Indian to see 
that the Indian people fit into the eco¬ 
nomic and social structure of the coun¬ 
try at a sufficiently high level to enjoy 
the benefits of American Society, and 
that each Indian is able to find a place 
that has some reasonable relation to 
his ability and resources” (page 56). 

The same report also states: “The 
two basic needs of Indian people are 
education and assistance in strengthen¬ 
ing their economic position.” 

The California Bill and a similar one 
for Oregon died with the adjournment 
of Congress, but it is reported that the 
Bureau now has fifteen additionarbills 
for “withdrawal of the Indian Bureau” 
ready for introduction when the new 
Congress convenes. 

Under the Johnson-O’Malley Act, 
many responsibilities have been turned 
over to the states in an orderly manner, 
by contract between the Secretary of 
the Interior and the states, with a care¬ 
ful understanding and statement of the 
responsibilities. S. W. 


A CONTROVERSY REFUELED 

[Editorial Note: Brother Troy O. Hall, 32®,* 
of Farmington, Missouri, sent us the following 
editorial from the St. Louut Post-Dispatch, 
which sets forth the church school situation 
in that state.] 

The controversy over public aid to 
church schools has been re-ignited by a 
statement of the Roman Catholic bish¬ 
ops. At the close of their annual meet¬ 
ing last week they set forth their views 
on the place of religion in our national 
life. 

Few Americans would be disposed to 
question the bishops’ emphasis on re¬ 
ligion as a vital national asset. But to 
say that religion is important is one 
thing, to say that religion should there¬ 
fore be financially supported by the 
government quite another. The bish¬ 
ops came close to that in these words: 

“. . . the State must give recognition 
to the importance (of religion) in pub¬ 
lic education. The State, therefore, has 
the duty to help parents fulfill their 
task of religious instruction and train¬ 
ing. When the State fails in this help, 
when it makes the task more difficult 
and even penalizes parents who try to 
fulfill this duty according to con¬ 
science, by depriving their children of 
their right under our Federal Consti¬ 
tution to auxiliary services, this can 
only be regarded as an utterly unfair 
and short-sighted policy.” 

Does this mean that the government 
should not only" help pay for auxiliar>^ 
services of church schools, such as bus 
transportation, school lunches and med¬ 
ical care, but also contribute more di¬ 
rectly to the support of their educa¬ 
tional functions? As Methodist Bishop 
Oxnam says, there can be constructive 
discussion of aid for auxiliary services, 
some of wdiich the Supreme Court has 
held constitutional, only if the public 
has assurance that these do not involve 
the further step of outright public aid to 
particular church groups. 

The very heat of this controversy is 
evidence of the wisdom of the Founding 
Fathers in writing into the Constitution 
an injunction against an established re¬ 
ligion, They knew that requiring all 
the taxpayers to support the religion of 
some of the taxpayers would engender 
bitterness and in the end endanger the 
freedom of religion which they sought 
to guarantee. Ho\v they solved the 
problem with respect to the support of 
an established church still recommends 
itself as the best solution with respect 
to the support of church schools. 


Education sneaked into the child 
under the guise of play and pleasement 
is as frmtless, in contrast with trife 
education, as play is with labor— 
Thomas Henry Burrowes. 
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rii The Supreme Council Favors: 

1. The American public school, nonpartisan, nonsectarian, efficient, democratic, for all of the children 
of all the people. 

2. The inculcation of patriotism, 'respect for law and order, and undying loyalty to the Constitution 
of the United States of America. 

3. The compulsory use of English as the language of instruction in the grammar grades of our public 
schools. 

4. Adequate provision in the American public schools for the education of the alien populations in 

ji the principles of American institutions and ideals of citizenship. 

li 

II - 5. The entire separation of Church and State, and opposition to every attempt to appropriate public 

i moneys—federal, state or local—directly or indirectly, for the support of sectarian or private in- 

I stitutions. 


NOTICE 

There is no charge for the Scottish Rite News Bulxetin, which is sent without any obligation whatever upon 
the part of the recipient. It is the properly of the Supreme Council, 33* (Mother Council of the World), Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rile of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction, and is under the direct supervision of Sovereign 
Grand Commander Thomas J. Harkins, 33*, with Grand Secretary General Claud F. Young, 33*, Business Manager. 

This Bulletin is published as a contribution to the welfare and happiness of the nation by diffusing informa¬ 
tion concerning education and civics, and it is hoped the widest use may be made of the data contained therein. 
Any of the material may be used at any time, with or without credit to the Scottish Rite News Bulletin, but 
where it is noted that excerpts have been made from other publications, proper credit should be given. A marked 
copy would be appreciated when our material is used. 

Freemasonry has ever been the friend and supporter of constitutional government. Fourteen of the Presidents 
of the United States have been Masons, and the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United 
States were largely formulated by Masons. Freemasonry seeks to inculcate and deepen a sense of duty and re¬ 
sponsibility in a patriotic citizenry and, as a primary consideration, the Supreme Council desires to stimulate an 
earnest and intelligent interest in public education as fundamental to patriotism. 
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